
International Questions for UK Election Candidates 2024 
 
1. Cutting UK aid in the last few years (while increasing defence expenditure by more than twice as 
much as the cut) has hugely damaged some of the world's most disadvantaged people.  When will your 
parties restore UK overseas development assistance ("aid") to the 0.7% of Gross National Income 
recommended by the UN since 1970 and which the UK  had met in 2015? 
 
2. At the Paris Conference in 2015, the UK agreed on the establishment of a Loss and Damage Fund to 
help the poor countries most affected by Climate Change. Does your party commit to the UK making a 
fair contribution to this fund and ensuring that this money should be grants not loans? 
 
3. Does your party recognise that the UK should stop selling arms to countries like Saudi Arabia and 
Israel that have been shown to use UK-manufactured arms to harm civilians? 
 
4. The Trident programme currently costs £3bn per annum in maintenance and more than £31bn for the 
replacement submarines currently being built. Does your party think the UK should cancel the Trident 
programme, thus freeing up huge amounts of money? 
 
5. I'm sure you all share my concern at the suffering in Gaza, which the International Court of Justice 
considers could even qualify to be called genocide (in response to South Africa's proposal). Do you 
support the following steps to end this suffering: 
 - an immediate and permanent ceasefire on all sides 
- immediate return of the hostages and release of all Palestinian prisoners detained without charge 
- immediate restoration of UK previous funding of the main agency providing humanitarian assistance to 
the Palestinians, UNWRA 
- the UK, joining  144 other nations, should recognise Palestine as an independent state  
- the UK should look carefully at its trade links with Israel, particularly those that might involve illegal 
Israeli settlements on the West Bank. 
 
6. The UK was a major actor in creating the international rules-based order after the second world war. 
This included the United Nations (with its many sections and agencies helping almost all aspects of life), 
as well as the International Court of Justice and the International Criminal Court. The UK has the honour 
to be one of only 5 permanent members of the UN Security Council, the most senior law-making body in 
the world. Do you think the UK should make more clear its support to this system, such as by supporting 
the request to the ICJ for an advisory opinion on the legal consequences of Israel's refusal to end it 
occupation of Palestine and by taking note of any arrest warrants issued by the ICC for Israeli or 
Palestinian leaders for crimes against humanity? 
 
7. I read that lower-income countries are facing the worst global debt crisis in 30 years. The UK governs 
most of the debt contracts between private lenders and countries in crisis. What would your party do to 
bring an end to the global debt crisis? 
 
8. Should the UK not sign – and then ratify – the Treaty for the Prevention of Nuclear Weapons (which 
opened for signature in 2017)? 
 
9. Considering that: the UK was one of the drafters of the 1951 UN Refugee Convention; that people 
who claim asylum have frequently suffered horrifying persecution; that currently most UK decisions on 
refugee status take more than 6 months and many take more than a year; that refugees have 
contributed enormously to the prosperity and culture of this country; and that we currently have 
shortages of people to undertake many areas of work in which refugees could contribute; should the UK 
government expedite the processing of asylum claims and ensure that all asylum seekers are treated 
humanely and allowed to have employment while waiting for decisions? 
 
10. The UK has committed to implement – both internationally and domestically – the 17 UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, but has not carried out a Voluntary National Review since 2019 when Parliament’s 
International Development Committee called for a mechanism in the Cabinet Office to lead on 
communication and implementation of the SDGs. Would your Party: set up this mechanism; commit to 
prepare its next Voluntary National Review in 2025;  and promote Local Voluntary Reviews to ensure the 
SDGs are embedded at all levels? 


